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Sir: 



This is in response to the Decision mailed December 13, 2001. 

The Decision states that the original petition is denied for failure to include proof that 
the non-signing inventor cannot be reached or refuses to sign the oath or declaration after 
having been presented with the application papers. It is believed that the evidence submitted 
does satisfy this requirement. 

It is understood that the declaration establishing refusal to sign would ordinarily be 
made by the person to whom the refusal was made. But when the papers are mailed to the 
inventor rather than delivered by hand, there may be a person who can be considered to have 
instructed the mailing (a manager such as Mr. Lamoureux), a person who prepared the paeprs 
for mailing (Ms. Bruneel) and a person who actually handed the papers over to the postal 
service (unknown). When in addition the refusal is in writing, copies are attached, and the 
refusal is not addressed to a particular person, the declaration of the manager (Mr. 
Lamoureux) is by a person knowledgeable of the facts and circumstances, and is an 
appropriate and sufficient declaration. 

The Decision mailed December 13, 2001 further states that it is unclear if the non- 
signing inventor cannot be located or if he has refused to sign. It is submitted that it is clear 
that he has refused to sign. All of the above facts are clearly stated in the petition and 
declaration. It is also stated that Mr. Laroque has left the employ of the assignee and cannot 
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be located, but that is in addition to his having refused to sign and it is subsequent to his 
having refused to sign. 

For the above reasons, it is again requested that the petition be granted and that the 
application proceed under 37 C.F.R. 1, 47(a). 

Respectfully submitted. 
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